
How To Set-Up Variable Data 

Files For Compact Discs.

Sample Variable CD:

In order to print variable data there must be a 1) base artwork file that shows where the 
variables will be placed and an 2) Excel spreadsheet of those variable fields.

1) BASE ARTWORK FILE
Your Base Artwork file is what your cd should
look like printed.

This file tells the prepress department the
font, text color and point size to be used.
Before printing, all the variables will be
removed so this file must be in a layered
format so that the prepress department is
able to remove the text. The variables will
be separate artwork pages and they will be
layered digitally on top of the base artwork file
on press.

IMPORTANT: Choose the point sizes of your variable text
according to the longest words in your Excel spreadsheet, this
will ensure that your text will not break to a new line.

Variable Fields on the 
BASE ARTWORK FILE

2) EXCEL SPREADSHEET OF VARIABLES
Your Excel database will supply the 
variable data fields with the information
that goes onto each CD.

This file gives the prepress department a 
database to import into a variable data program.
Those variables will be layered in the proper
area and then “ripped” on to the press as 
subsequent pages. Those pages will be placed
overtop the base artwork digitally when printing.
When setting up the Excel spreadsheet each
row is the variable data on one CD, and each 
column is a variable field

ROW 2-
All the variables within
ROW 2 will be printed

onto one CD

ROW 1
First row identifies
what variable is in

the column

the only source for variable data on cds



3) HOW TO INCLUDE VARIABLE IMAGES IN YOUR DATABASE

In order to include a linked picture to your database you must 
determine how large your variable image will be. In this case your 
variable field would be 250 pixels by 300 pixels. You want all your
linked variable artworks to be the same size so when they import 
they wont be stretched to fill the variable area specified.

This variable file MUST BE A ILLUSTRATOR OR PHOTOSHOP .EPS any other 
format will not print and it will import blank.

Also, the file must be named exactly the same name as the field in the database.
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File Specs

File Name: berchten.eps
CMYK Color

Resolution-300 dpi(or greater)
Same size as variable field

SAMPLE DATABASE w/ variable artwork

When you finally submit your database, include with your Excel spreadsheet all the support
artworks.


